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“ One terrific smash, and all was over ...
not a hundred yards from the shore. ” ... o oy s s

The wrecking of the Cotanngref
remains Australia’s worst peacetime
disaster morne than 150 vears after
it took place, Four hundred people
lose their lives on this shore, with
only eight crewmen and a single
PASSENEET SUTVIVING.

Adter striking a reef withour
warning at 430 am, the ship began
to break up smmediately, and many
af those passengers who had
managed o scramble up on deck
were washed away by heavy seas.
By dawn, around 200 were sl
clinging to the wreck.

Over 36 agomsing hours, the ship
disitegraved, The Hobarr Town
Advertiser gave this account:

Nowi — ship parted fir andships, when
abiotet 100 meve perished: aboue 90 sill
clinging to the fove part of the ship,
which <till huang 1o the reef till
pidleiglit, udlvenr she parted alaft the

Family tragedies

The Cansagi way cramimed with emygerann
settinfg out for @ new e s wew land.

N a roral 3T6H passengers. 186 were childinen,
anad onp the passenger lise are fansibies sl s,
severs, clght and nine children, Daring the
vy five bahies were born, andd stx otherns
il

The excitemenit onst have been msonnting s
thae Lase awighe of ther voyage camie around

o rigaing and lefi enly the starboard

head of the fore castle alore vvter —
S0 still i to the wweck. Frome this
fimme 0l worning several dropped dead
aff the wreek — killed from the cold and
severity of the weather Ap daybreal: she
cominerrced Breaking p altogether,
Sevent ., a sea ok nifo hier fore

castle, and every thing praried.

WEECK OF THE EMrGRANT saup Ffﬂfﬁlml.'l:" OH EINGE

I whe afternoon the capram had gven
permiiskon for their boves fo be brought- up
fronai e hald, s thar they could schect thew
best haliskey astine for arrival in Melbosrme
the next ey

Only one of those pascngern, Solomon
Do, lrved to (|1|'||p]|,-|:|- the bmlg Joarney;
His wife and four children are buried noone

of thie s REINES D) this sime

The crew did everything they could
to save their passengers, cutting
away the masts, rigging lines across
the wreck to give them something
o cling o, and making an
unsuccessful artempt to float a line
ashore on a makeshift buoy, Captan
Finlay tried vo swim to shore with

a line, but was forced back.

If you think swimming 10 metres
to shore doesn't sound too difficult,
read the description of the scene
given by John Flercher, who
brought the survivors to Melbourne
aboard his shap Midge:

Dhiring a breeze the surf upon the shore
is trewierndons near the position of i

wweck of the: Caaturanguit, Fstowd upon a
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ledge of rocke forty frer above the feel
of the sea, and fornd that over this,
Jiind been driven by the sea, the whole
of the midship part of the vessel, from
the after anain to the wmizen, a mass of
aborit 0 feet by 15,

Bifop Nixon visded tis gie in 1857 tolay 2
commemetative fabled. e wat sccompaned iy el
iwver, wehia a8 the Tirme of The wreck Buad Besii on the
aland. shipvrecked hangell e and b meh inok the
srtvnrs i theit com, and undertook: the task ol buymg
the dead, Bshap Nbenn desoribes. Howie's reaction b the
scene: ‘Al ksl we came 10 the (reas graes of &, within
sight of the very maks on which the ship was dashed &0
peces “Here,” he said in 3 hoarse whisper, each misde of
Fis Pare tjuevering weth the eemembrance ol (fe haiid
1k of foemer pears, “Bere | buried 2437
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Departime Liverpood, England Destination  Melbourns | Kango Coal
T n | Passengers 367 | Cosuahes 400
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A fateful decision

The voyage from Liverpool had been smooth
anil uieeeaiial, apart foan contimining fsction
berween the shipk capain and the sungeon
saperintenshen

With bad weather looming an what was
expected to be their last night st sea, Caprain
Finlay gave orden 1o shorren sl as @ safery
prevaition. As Bilop Mixon relates the sory,
the captain then “overheand the surgeon criticng
hin edamann movery disparageng ternn, and
attributing o cosmnendable prudence m persanal
Feat. Ik o moment ol impatent irriaton be
went up on deck and gave has counter omders,
“Shake ot the recls, and sand on®™”

His change of mind cose 4060 [ves.
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